VANCOUVER, BC ALCOHOL AND DRUG RECOVERY PROGRAM
FOR YOUNG ABORIGINAL WOMEN WINS NATIONAL AWARD

 PRESS ADVISORY - May 5, 2008

The Young Wolves Lodge, Vancouver's only alcohol and drug recovery program for young Aboriginal women, has been named one of three programs from across the country to win an Eva's Initiatives Award for Innovation by forging a unique partnership to provide services to homeless, at-risk youth.  
The Young Wolves Lodge is a unique partnership between the Coming Home Society which represents the seventy churches of the Anglican Diocese of New Westminster and the Urban Native Youth Association which delivers twenty-one diverse programs for Aboriginal youth in Vancouver.  Together they created a five-bed, culturally-based residential program for young Aboriginal women struggling with addiction. Many of the youth who come to Young Wolves Lodge have been homeless and exploited.  Some of the young women are pregnant and are trying to find a healthier way to live before their child is born, and others do not currently have custody of their child(ren).  At Young Wolves Lodge these young women can find the assistance they need to lead healthier and safer lives.  
The Young Wolves Lodge is receiving recognition for its innovative approach in bringing together the Anglican Church, the Aboriginal community, the business community, foundations, health providers, the public and the Federal Government to provide a place of hope and healing in a city where many young Aboriginal women are homeless, exploited, marginalized and desperate for services that offer opportunities for recovery and reconnection with their culture.
There will be a formal award ceremony on the evening of May 8, 2008.  Please call Linda Adams at the number below if you would like to attend or book a pre-event interview.
For more information:

Visit the Eva’s Award website at http://www.evasinitiatives.com/innovation.htm 
Lynda Gray, Executive Director, Urban Native Youth Association  (604-254-7732) 

Linda Adams, President, Coming Home Society  (604-351-8025)

